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99-105

April 15, 1999

For Immediate Release:
EIU TRUSTEES TO GIVE NOD OF APPROVAL TO CAMPUS MASTER PLAN
CHARLESTON -- Eastern Illinois University's Board of Trustees is expected to
give final approval to the Campus Master Plan -- a blueprint, of sorts, for the future
development of the institution's facilities and grounds-- when it meets Monday, April 19.
Trustees will also act on recommendations regarding the award of tenure and
room and board rates for the 1999-2000 school year. Tenure recommendations are
confidential; no names will be released until the board acts on them.
The meeting will convene at 7:45 a.m. in the University Union's 1895 Room,
where the board is expected to go into executive session. At approximately 8:30a.m.,
the board will reconvene in open session in the University Ballroom.
In order to address facilities goals identified in Eastern's constitutional plan, a
campus master planning process was initiated. At its July 20, 1998 meeting, the Board
--more--
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of Trustees approved the selection of Sizemore, Floyd , Conroy Architects of Chicago as
master planning consultants. It also appointed a Campus Master Plan Task Force -with representation from the trustees, administration, faculty, staff and students-- to
assist in the master planning process.
Nine months of research and interviews later, the firm's analysis has resulted in
a three-phase recommendation for future campus development. The first phase
consists of immediate facility needs (addressing short-term growth/renovations to highpriority buildings), while the second phase addresses longer-term initiatives that will
improve the campus' infrastructure. The final phase recommends an ultimate
development phase by charting significant improvements in the future (1 0 years and
beyond).
The rehabilitation and expansion of Eastern's Doudna Fine Arts Center, a new
science building with renovation of existing science buildings, and the construction of
new student housing, a Convocation Center and a new student services building are
among the proposals expected to be approved in concept by the Board of Trustees.
Trustees also will consider approval of FY 2000 room and board rates which, as
proposed, would raise the cost of academic year contracts in residence halls between
$86 and $116, depending on the meal plan chosen. Rates for Eastern's University
Court would rise between $58 and $112 per year, depending on the type of
accommodations.
A portion of the increases ($43) will be dedicated to the initial cost of the
--more--
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Univetsity Housing networking project, which will ultimately give students access to
voice, data and video directly from their rooms.
In other business, the board is expected to hold its annual election of officers,
including chairperson, vice chairperson and secretary, for the coming year, and approve
meeting dates for the year 2000. Proposed dates, with meetings set to begin at 8:30
a.m., are Jan. 24, April17, June 12 and Oct. 16.
Trustees also will consider minor revisions to both the Board Regulations and
Administrative Rules, to include a review of the university's Voluntary Tax-Deferred

Retirement Plan.
Approval also is expected to be given for the replacement of hot water
distribution piping and shower fixtures throughout the Carman Hall complex ($570,043);
safety improvements to Dvorak Music Hall and the main stage theater in the Doudna
Fine Arts Center ($311,085); and Phase I of the University Housing Networking Projects
(cost to be presented at meeting).
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